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GURIOUS
PRACTIGES

PHGTO Y VD SPAGUR

By STEPHANIE HENKEL Staff Reporter

For attomeys, uncommon expertise attracts clients. These Valley lawyers help startups file
for a patent, athletes charged with doping or horse owners facing accident liability.

ith so many lawyers in
Los Angeles. how can
practitioners set them-
sefves from the
crowd?
Many specialize their services and
become experts in a complex corner of
the legal field. Of course, there are large
practice areas such as family law, real
esfate or business litigation. But to suc-

ceed in a namow and uncommon practice,

aftorneys typically must establish their
credentials to lure clients.

“In LA it's almost impossible 1o
distinguish yourself as a general law-
d Howard Jucobs, o sports
anti-doping attorney who practices ul his

ke firm in Westlake
“From the consumer
side. you're either going to
choose someone you know or
someane, through research,
who you've determined is an
expert in the type of problem
you have.”

Just us entreprencurs
should avoid “following their
passion,” attomeys can't pick
i specialty unless there's o
market 10 support it. Luckily, the Valley
has such a diversified cconomy that there
are plenty to choose from.

Kira Masteller, president of the San
Fernando Valley Bar Association. has

Masteller

noticed an uptick in legal work
in the region because of its
improving business climate,
“It seems 10 me businesses
are relatively healthy based
on the amount of work many
of the lawyers | have talked o
have.” she said. I see a lot of
antorneys at events, and | don’t
think there is an attorney 1've
run into this year that hasn’t
told me they were swamped.”
In the Valley, she has seen sater

need for transactional work [i ntract

negotiations: employment law services o
vomply with the ever-changing California
labor laws: franchising needs whether

http://edition.sfvbj.com/epaper/viewer.aspx?token=5fed828f8f70a30b0a558ab6e844f4b2b89e7aa

buying, selling or starting outlets; as well

service,

as intellectual proy
thing moves toward ¢

18 every-
She

also noticed a decline kruptey,

which she believes is another result of the

SCONOIY SrOWing stronger,

This Special Report looks at three spe-

chalties — biotech, sports and equine law
emerging as potential future hotspots for
firms in the Valley, Short profiles on the
following pages showcase firms currently

working in these niche ices
Lab lawyers

Brent Reinke, partner and biotech
attorney at Musick Peeler & Garrett's
Westlake Village office. has seen growih
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in the life sciences sector since the end
of the Great Recession. He thinks as the

tices in response to market demand for
intellectual property, patent, trademark
and business services.

He currently represents a number of
biotech companies in the region, which
has been named the “101 biotech cor-
ridor.” due to the cluster of companies
forming in the West San Fernando and
Conejo valleys along the 101 freeway.
Many of these businesses were started
by ex-employees of larger local biotechs
including Amgen f Thousand Oaks
and Shire in West

One of the region’s g
stories was the acquisition of homegrown
Kythera Biopharmaceuticals Inc. for $2.1
hillion by drug giant Allergan of Dublin.

Alest SUCCess

Kythera was started by a group of ex-Am-

gen executives, who have now founded
new endesvor, Sienna Biopharmaceuti-
cals Inc., which they hope will have the
same repedt success as Kythera,

“You want more and miore UI these si
ations, where the ma
one company and branches out .md starts
five other companies.” Reinke said. “That”
where you start 1o see some real traction.”
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He said this proliferation has aftracted
investments from Asin and elsewhere
outside the region. Ideally, Reinke would
like 1o see the biotech industry develop
1o the point where established companies
move 1o the area to tak i
local tlent and the reson

es the cluster
rowth,

Schneider, a partner in Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie’s intellectual prop-
ety group in Glendale. “But while many
researchers earn their degrees here and
may wish to remain in the region, they
tend 1o leave for more established, sup-
portive environments. li n Francisco,
or Boston, when it comes time
heir own companies.”

« is in discussions with the city
of Thousand Oaks, Simi Valley
local governments, who are expressing
interest in grov r!h. sector through
potential adverti 5, expedit-
ed permit pulling as \M|| as funding and
grants for fuiu cilities. Those deals
will require extensive legal work if green-
lighted, he said.

Sports litigation

Los Angeles has seen a recent spike in
sports with two football franchises now
in town, u 52.6 billion foothall stdium in
u 2024 Olympic hid in review
new expansion team from
gue Soceer Kicking off its
S"\ﬂ million stadium in 2018,
aw in L.A. consists of a pret-
ty smill group of people, who are truly
sports lawyers,” said attorney Jacobs,
“Certainly, there will | o1 of new
iities (for lawyers) with the Rams
he Chargers
um

that's being built”

Jacobs said the new teams and their
related construction needs open up a
plethor of legal work including naming
rights deals, contract negotiations and

real estate services,
The same upp]ic\ 1o the Los Angeles

million o join ’\1 tjor |
.Jhlllc over fwo ye:

\ln morial Col will include more
thian 10000 square feet of retail space.
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Also, if the International Olympic
Commitiee chooses Los Angeles for the
2024 Summer Games, the city will need
1o uplate its infrastructure in a big way.

“1 would expect you'll see the Metro
going into the areas where the stadiums
and athlete villages are going to be.”
Jacobs said. “There is also a lot of talk
about redoing LAX. and [ think they
would have to for the games”

In the Conejo Villey, the Rams®
temporary headquarters are eurmently
located at California Lutheran Uni-
versity in Thousand Oaks. The team is
searching for a permanent headgquarters
nearby. In addition, Sports Academy,

1 90,000-square-foot sports and fitness
Tacility, just opened in the Conejo Valley,
bringing even more opportunity o local
law firms looking to specialize in sports.

Horse matters

Compared to sports sttorneys, there
are fewer lawyers in Los Angeles who
focus on equine law, However, the Valley
has several known horse regions — around
Griffith Park in Glendale and Burbank as
well as in Chatsworth, Calabasas, Hidden
Hills amd Lake Sherwood. In addition,
the 1
vides
services, providing o central location for
equine enthusiosts and events.
In fact, one

Donald at Gray in Encino, owns
seven race horses and is licensed to race.

Individuals who own and board plea-
stre horses typically require legal ser-
vices in relation to purchase trinsactions,
stable contracts, veterinarian malpractice
as well as related insurance and lability
issues, For roce and show horses, attor-
s deal with many of the same legal
ers as pleasure horses but also take
on business-related needs such as train-
ing. payment contracts and commercial
disputes.

The local horse business has received
atlention in recent yeurs is more
high-profile competitions have taken
place in the area

In 2015, the Longines Masters decided
o make Los Angeles one of the three
international hubs to hold its annual series
of equestrian events, The other two cities
in the competition are Hong Kong and

http://edition.sfvbj.com/epaper/viewer.aspx?token=5fed828f8f70a30b0a558ab6e844f4b2b89e7aa

Paris. The first vear the Masters series
cime to Southern California, the event
wais held at the L.A. Convention Center
with last year's competition laking place
at the Long Beach Convention Center.

“The Masters is the lurgest, most pres-
tigious hunter-jumper show in the world,”
said Randolph Catanese, founder of
equine law firm Catanese & Wells in
Westlake Village. “Every year it hosts the
best riders and horses.”™

In 2016, the Breeders” Cup World
Championships, the annual series of top
thoroughbred horse racing, was held at
Santa Anita Park with record attendance
of elose 10 46,000 racing enthusiasts,
This year it will be held at the Del Mar
racetrack in San Diego, further solidify-
ing Southern California’s presence in the
equine indostry.

“Having these events would be like
having the Workd Series or Super Bowl
here,” Catanese said. “There are lots of
people in LA, that participate.”

With more racing professionals, horse
owners, triners and expensive livestock
coming to the area for these events, the
more horse-related legal issues will arise,
creating an in for lawyers piveting into
equine law sector.,

As the future of business looks bright
in the Valley, so does its related legal ser-
vices. Bob Baradaran. managing partier
of Greenberg Glusker in Los Angeles,
agrees specialization is essential o a suc-
cessful law practice but thinks firms need
1o take it a step further.

“We are probably returning to the era
of hiring lawyers as consiglieres, rusted
advisors or counselors, who act as the
point person for solving problems for
clients.” he said.

Musick Peeler’s Reinke is already pro-
viding these types of services for his cli-
ents and considers himself an attorney as
well as a business consultant. On one end,
he is trying to grow his clients” industry
and on the other, their businesses.

“It's really about providing both legal
ankd business ndvice, at least personally.
based on the experience [ have and also
making connections for them with former
executives that could help advise them,”
he said. 1 think the most effective law-
yers | ever come across e ones thit are
not just lawyers but are business-minded

people.’
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